In Indian Territory, now Oklahoma, the Five Civilized Tritx
were planted on ample lands. The new treaties pledged thej
exclusive, everlasting possession of their to minimally ownt
domains; it pledged that their tribal governments would be le
in authority forever. I resume the Cherokee narrative, whic
.stands for the rest,
No longer were there rival European imperialisms, using tl
tribes against one another and therefore respecting the societ
integrity of each allied tribe. There was only the United State
treaty-bound with the tribes, guardian over them, and throng
Supreme Court decisions vested in its legislative and executr
branches with "plenary" authority over Indians.
Until 18-19, the Bureau of Indian Affairs of the governme;
was an office in the War Department. The Army, to its cost ar
frequent humiliation, had learned what it was that made tl
Indians cohesive, resistant and recuperative. It was their trib
societies. Hence the Army reached the decision to dispose \
them. The decision was one of military and political conve
icnce, and was acted upon rather than proclaimed, being in the
ough conflict with the pledges contemporaneously written in
each new treaty when the antecedent treaties had been voide
and in categorical conflict with the ideal, basic Indian law of tJ
United States which the Supreme Court never tired of re-a
nounctng.
Through the decades of Army rule over Indian affairs, t
unprodaimed decision, 'The tribal societies must die," w
implemented through the dividc-and-rule technique. Lines
cleavage were felt out within the given tribe; and the events
the Indian removal had insured that lines of cleavage wou
, exist in every tribe. The cleavage among the Cherokccs r
between their minority of "Old Settlers" on the one hand (t
"Old Settlers" were those who had gone voluntarily to Indi
Territory in advance of the enforced removal), along with t
few hundred who had signed the fraudulent treaty of remov
and on the other hand the Cherokee National Party, headed
John Ross, the great chief of the tribe. The minority facti<
!   numbered 6,000, the Ross faction 12,000. Both factions desir
to heal the tribal wound, to re-institute the tribe, harmonic
I:    and whole, for its promised everlasting self-rule in its pro;
ised everlasting new land. The Army, representing the Unit
;   States, threw its whole pressure-power behind the minori
ir thus procuring for a decade a condition of smoldering ci
fewar within the Cherokee Nation,
^;    But the healing, building will of the Cherokees was too p<
V1?? severing, resourceful and strong; the divide-and-rule stratc